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AFI makes substantial delivery
fleet investment with Scania

W

e have further expanded our in-house
delivery transport fleet by investing £1m
in premium brand Scania to meet increased
customer demand.

Over recent years we have invested
heavily in a rolling programme to
provide our own in-house transport
fleet so that we can take full
responsibility and control of every
aspect of the delivery process for
our fleet. We have increased the
efficiency of the fleet by strategically
locating the vehicles throughout our
UK depot network to ensure that
our MEWPs are delivered to you
quickly and collected promptly.
We have ordered nine Scania
G-series, 26 ton rigid vehicles
(G320). The new G-series provides
excellent comfort and visibility
with a world class driver’s area,
with generous space and storage
and comes with Scania’s standard
two-year repair and maintenance
programmes.
Famed for their
premium robust
chassis and
build
quality,
Scania
have met
bespoke

requirements for AFI and teamed up
specific chassis configurations to a
specialist body. The specification of
each truck is extensive, achieving the
joint aims of providing our drivers
with the most modern, reliable and
comfortable vehicles, on which they
can safely and efficiently transport
heavy plant equipment.
A range of special features such
as full forward ramps to help
reduce emissions and increase fuel
economy. Fall protection handrails
at the side of the truck prevents
drivers working on the back from
falling. Extendable walkways and
handrails allow side access and they
come with winches to help winch
up or winch down the equipment.
Extendable work lights illuminate
the working area on the dark nights
meaning that we can operate safely
to collect and deliver MEWPs 24
hours a day.
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AFI Director Nick Higgins said:
“The main draw to a premium brand
like Scania for AFI is their reputation for
reliability and the high-end build quality
of the actual vehicles themselves, as well
as a quality maintenance programme.
We expect powerful, robust economical
performance as we want all our delivery
vehicles to run without
encountering reliability
problems.”
New dynamic
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Just the ticket to keep
your team safe on-site

Be the first to
Views of AFI MEWP
experience our
Familiarisation revolutionary
and
Familiarisation
Video Guides...
Emergency Lowering
videos hit 100,000
Watch videos covering:

3 Pre-use inspection
3 Control function overview
3 Safety device summary
3 Emergency procedures
3 Machine documentation

Visit the website
to view videos

Scan QR code
to view videos

V

Machines the
video covers

This is your
machine

iews of our 85 award-winning familiarisation and
lowering videos have now been viewed over
08707emergency
511 005
www.afi-uplift.co.uk
info@afi-uplift.co.uk
100,000
times since we launched them in 2016.

A key contributory factor to MEWP operator
accidents, incidents and fatalities is a lack of
familiarisation about the machine they are
operating and a lack of knowledge about
the emergency rescue procedures. Because
we are committed to helping to improve
safety standards throughout the working
at height sector, we invested substantial
resources to produce and launch these
videos to revolutionise the way MEWP
operators familiarise themselves with the
specific machines they will be using. The
videos are aimed at operators and other
ground personnel, taking them through
the familiarisation procedures that need to
take place before operating a MEWP, and
the emergency lowering procedure should
they need to use it. We cover every type of
MEWP in regular use in our fleet and each

video covers a family of machines, such as
Genie diesel booms from 40 to 60ft or Skyjack
electric scissors from 19 to 46ft.
The videos are freely available to everyone,
irrespective of whether they are an AFI
customer. Any operator, supervisor, project
manager or safety manager can view the
videos on a smart device by scanning a QR
code on the machine or by viewing them
online at: www.afi-uplift.co.uk/fam
In 2016 the videos helped to win us the IAPA
Contribution to Safe Working at Height
Award. At the time the judges commented:
“Investment in safety has brought a range of
outstanding schemes, and AFI’s new video offering
could be the best ever in the industry’s history.”
Because the videos are freely available and
mobile friendly, they are really useful for

operatives and managers to access them whilst
on site.
They are now used by principal contractors
as part of their induction process or
method statement to demonstrate that
steps have been taken to ensure machine
familiarisation. All AFI customers now receive
the familiarisation link as part of the hire
confirmation process, allowing all staff and
sub-contractors pre-familiarisation before the
MEWP even gets to site.
Since launch, we have continued to develop
the range of familiarisation videos. We recently
included videos for a range of our self-drive
truck and track mounts from our Wilson
Access fleet and have plans in place to develop
the range to satisfy the digital needs of our
growing customer base in 2019 and beyond.

It is the employer’s responsibility to ensure that all operators using equipment are adequately trained and
familiarised to comply with current health and safety legislation. Further information can be found on the IPAF
website: ipaf.org/en/resource-library/familiarisation-f1

AFI CatchZone MEWP Safety
Innovation now available
CatchZone is our latest safety innovation, a
new solution to the age-old problem of tools,
equipment, and other work-related items being
dropped from scissor lifts. Unlike other nets
for MEWPs, it is specifically designed to extend
with the deck extension on the scissor lift and
protect an area of at least an arm’s length
beyond the hand rail to catch untethered tools
e.g. spanners, hammers, nuts, bolts, battery
drills and similar.
Falling objects have killed or fatally injured
people when dropped from height. Good
practice has included cordoning off the base
of the MEWP but that is often only sufficient
to prevent people approaching the MEWP
and not to prevent tools or materials striking
people. We have seen designs such as
mesh / sheet designed and attached to the
platforms of boom type MEWPs (essentially
a wraparound) but these would not prevent
tools and materials being dropped when the
hands and tool is extended beyond this. After
noting that there was no design for vertical type
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MEWPs we wanted to come up with a solution
which truly prevents the material or tool from
dropping in the first place. The design needed
to be see-through (to aid visibility) and versatile
and robust enough to withstand the rigours of
site use.
We worked with Blandford Engineering to
provide machines and expertise to develop the
system and now, after 3 years of development,
the system is approved by Skyjack for use on
their SJ3219 electric scissor lift.
CatchZone can be deployed in seconds to
1, 2, or all 3 working faces of the scissor
lift – with or without the deck extension in
use. It consists of a lightweight alloy frame
which breaks down into several parts to allow
easy transportation. A Kevlar laced fire-proof
netting will catch everything from a 10mm nut
upwards and gives the netting an excellent
tensile strength. It’s designed to be modular
and can be used either in full deployment or in
sections around three sides of the machine.

For more information or to
arrange a demonstration on
your site please contact
Paul Maxwell
pmaxwell@afi-group.co.uk
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three CN
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Wilson Access
success
at APF Show
2018

A

FI has been shortlisted
for three awards at
the Construction News
Specialists Awards 2019.
The Construction News Specialists
Awards, now in their 15th year,
celebrate the outstanding achievements
of the very best specialist contractors
in the UK. Following completion of
the first stage of judging, we have been
shortlisted for the following categories:
• Access & Scaffolding Specialist of
the Year
• Training Excellence
• Equipment Specialist of the Year
The next stage of the judging process will
involve us presenting to judging panels
made up of over 70 senior figures from
the industry. Among this years’ industry
expert judges are representatives from
each of the UK’s 25 largest contractors
and clients including Battersea Power
Station Development Company, Scape
and First Base.
To see the full shortlist, visit
specialistsawards.
constructionnews.co.uk
The winners will be announced at
a black-tie awards ceremony at the
Grosvenor House Hotel on Park Lane,
London on Wednesday the 27th March
2019.

W

ilson Access attended the APF Exhibition in September
creating significant interest in their tracked access
platforms for the forestry and agricultural sectors.

The APF Exhibition took place at Ragley Estate,
Alcester in September and attracted 320
exhibitors and 22,000 visitors over the threeday event. It was a hugely successful event for
Wilson Access, who were on-hand to provide
advice to visitors
and demonstrated
the versatility of
the track mounts.
The Wilson
Access team
demonstrated how
the hydraulically
adjustable tracks
and variable
jacking options
make them ideal for working on gradients and
how, because they are light in weight, they
allow for minimum ground pressure, making
them perfect for enabling works on various
rough terrains from parks and patios to forests
and woodland. The demonstrations resulted in
the immediate sale of a Hinowa Lightlift 23.12
machine, a tracked access platform that offers
a maximum working height of 23.2m and a
horizontal outreach of up to 11.4m.
The forestry sector is leaning more and more
towards using powered access for their jobs
rather than the more traditional methods of
working at height, such as climbing and using
ropes and hoists.

In the forestry and agricultural sector,
fall prevention and health and safety are
paramount. Wilson Access are seeing the
growing popularity of track mounts in this
sector due to their versatility.

Jessica Brunyee, Track Mount
Co-Ordinator at Wilson Access Hire
said:
“As a specialist all-rounder, our track mounts
are the choice machine for forestry, tree and
landscape care.Track mounts show versatility like
no other access platform.We were delighted with
the success during and after the APF show and
look forward to attending in 2020.”
Jessica Brunyee can be contacted on
0844 288 9338 or email
jbrunyee@afi-group.co.uk for any track
mount enquiries or hire bookings.
www.wilsonaccess.co.uk
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Rapid Platforms in action at prestigious
Stansted Windmill restoration project

S

tansted Windmill is a grade
II* listed ancient monument
given to the people of Stansted
by Lord Blyth in 1934.

A classic example of a tower mill, Stansted
Windmill is close to unique in having most
of its original machinery with few replaced
components. The original 1960s restoration
committee evolved into ‘The Stansted Millers’
- a voluntary organisation which looks after
the mill on a day-to-day basis for the trustees
(the Parish Council and one independent
trustee). They raise funds for the ongoing
repairs and maintenance, steward the public
openings and conduct regular maintenance
and small to medium scale repairs.
As a long-standing customer of Rapid
Platforms, they hired a Niftylift HR21 recently
to undertake a biannual inspection by their
Millwright to ensure safety and to report on
things that need attention. The Niftylift HR21
self-propelled cherry picker will lift 2 persons
and their tools to a working height of 20.8m
or a working outreach of 13m.
Richard Thomas from the Stansted
Millers said:
“We have had a very fruitful relationship with
Rapid Platforms for a number of years now they have provided platforms at very competitive
prices when we have needed them for outside
maintenance and inspections”.
The millers call Rapid Platforms to provide
access equipment for a variety of ongoing
maintenance and restoration works. These

works include getting all the brickwork
cleaned down to have it re-pointed with
traditional lime mortar. In 2019 they plan to
replace the ‘striking wheel’ (the wheel on the
back platform that is turned to control the
shutters on the sails) and to build a ‘stand
off ’ which will allow the striking chain to be

Call 01279 501501 to discuss your next project. www.rapidplatforms.co.uk

IPAF OFFER
Don’t miss out…

A fantastic New Year
Deal! IPAF Operator 2
subjects plus harness
booked in January,
February or March
for an

AMAZING
£210* RRP £280
08707 871 511
Call to book your
course and take
advantage of this
fantastic special
offer today.

Terms & conditions apply: www.utntraining.co.uk/promotion

replaced and to hold it clear of the mill tower.
Rapid Platforms who are based on the M11
near to Stansted Airport have a fleet of
modern cherry pickers including truck and
track mounted access platforms, boom lifts,
scissor lifts and hoists which are used on many
varied renovation and restoration projects.
* Listed status for buildings in England and Wales:
Grade II and particularly important buildings of
more than special interest.

UTN Training Update
New Swindon Training Centre.
UTN Training is excited to announce they
have now opened a new training centre based
in Swindon. The brand new 16 seat classroom
will provide a selection of Safety Training
courses including CITB Health and Safety
Awareness and CITB Site Supervisors SSSTS.
The new training centre has strengthened
UTN Training’s UK coverage and is ideally
located to suit delegates within the South
Wales, Bristol and Oxfordshire regions.
IPAF and PASMA Working at Height training
courses are also available at the new location,
or they can be undertaken directly on site.
As a specialist provider of Health, Safety
and Skills training for Industry, Construction

and Maintenance, we have a reputation for
delivering outstanding quality and service.
Within the Working at Height category we
are recognised as a leading provider of IPAF
and PASMA training and we have a very
strong presence and level of expertise within
the industry.
Swindon Training Depot
Blackworth Industrial Estate,
Highworth,
Swindon
SN6 7NA

For further course information contact the UTN Training team on 08707 871 511 or visit utntraining.co.uk
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Hampshire Plant
& Access makes
further fleet
investments in JCB

H

ampshire Plant & Access (HPA) purchased over £500k of
JCB machines in the latest boost to their fleet.

Hampshire Plant & Access (HPA) invested £1
million in 2018 to further update and expand its
plant and powered access hire fleet.
Their latest investment included several
excavators and site dumpers from Greenshields
JCB. These include:

James Atley General Manager – Sales
at Greenshields JCB said:

• Two JCB 9 ton dumpers

“Greenshields JCB has been supporting Hampshire
Plant & Access (HPA) for a number of years,
providing them with a range of JCB machinery, and
it is the recent JCB Compact Excavator and Site
Dumper business of which we are most proud.
Since 2016, we have supplied HPA with over 50
compact excavators and site dumpers from 1T to
9T, totalling over £1,000,000.”

• Six JCB excavators, ranging from the 8026
micro-excavator through to the JCB 131 14
ton machine.

HPA purchased over £500k of JCB machines
from Greenshields in 2018. In addition to the
compact excavators and site dumpers, two JS

• Two JCB 3 ton dumpers
• One JCB 3 ton rota dumper

131 tracked excavators were also added to
their fleet. Designed specifically for the rental
sector, the 13 ton JS 131, is the only excavator
in this weight category that doesn’t require
DPF, SCR or AdBlue thanks to its 55kW JCB
Ecomax engine. It is robustly designed to
withstand the treatment that rental machines
can be subjected to on-site, yet delivers
excellent productivity, comfort and safety.
The JCB machines have been supplied from
Greenshields JCB HQ in Farnham, Surrey.
Other machines supplied this year include the
JCB 8008, JCB 8026, JCB 57C and JCB 86C
from the Compact Excavator Range, plus JCB
1T and JCB 9T site dumpers.

Wilson Access supports
British Sign Awards

W

ilson Access sponsored the ‘Roll out programme of
the year’ category at the 2018 British Sign Awards.

The British Sign Awards took place in
November at Leicester’s Athena during the
annual BSGA gala event. The BSGA is the
trade association that represents and supports
interests of the UK signage industry, to highlight
British sign makers and to provide a showcase

for the ‘Best of British’.
Wilson Access sponsored the ‘Roll out
programme of the year’ category which is
for the implementation of a single, consistent
signage scheme across multiple sites/buildings
and was one of 15
award categories. In
addition to hosting a
table with a selection
of their signage
customers, they took
part in a networking
session in the
morning, where they
had the opportunity
to mix with key
signage industry
influencers; and
showcase some of
their track and truck
mounted platforms.

Photo shows L to R: Steve Davis, OBE; Oliver Warburton, National
Sales Manager, Wilson Access Hire; Kev Burge, Astley Signs; and
David Forrester, Sales Director, Astley Signs.

Truck and track
mounts provide safe
and effective working

at height for the signage sector. Wilson Access
provides flexible hire options through short or
long-term contracts. Their range of self-drive
truck mounts with working heights up to 21m
are popular within the signage sector and are
chapter 8 compliant, ensuring best practice
when working on jobs involving highways. For
larger scale rebranding signage, their range of
jumbo class truck mounts offer exceptional
working heights of up to 57m and class leading
outreach of up to 41m.
John Tominay, Technical Field Sales
Representative said:
“We were delighted to be part of such a
prestigious industry event and witness first-hand
the remarkable achievements made by British sign
making companies. The calibre of entrants was
extremely high and gave all those who participated
a chance to celebrate best-practice skills with likeminded creative peers.We offer congratulations
to all of the winners, including Astley Signs
who scooped our sponsored award “Roll out
programme of the year’’.
www.wilsonaccess.co.uk
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CASE STUDY
One day Powered Access for solution
for PTSG – Access & Safety Ltd

P

TSG Access and Safety
are a leading supplier
of niche specialist safety
services.
They provide maintenance, inspection
and testing solutions for safety at
height, as well as the design and
installation of permanently installed
façade access equipment and fall arrest
equipment. They have recently turned
to Wilson Access for their one-day
powered access projects. Wilson
Access offer the most cost-effective

powered access machines for a one day
or short-term hire, and has a modern,
reliable truck and track mount fleet
with class-leading working heights and
outreach from leading manufacturers.
Current market perception suggests
that truck and track mounts can be
more expensive and are deemed
a much more Specialist Powered
Access option. Most users, including
PTSG Access and Safety tend to rely
on traditional MEWPs (scissor lifts,
articulated booms) as their preferred

access option for single site projects.
However, when PTSG were searching
for the best option for multiple sites
per day projects, Wilson Access
were quick to provide them with a
versatile and cost-effective solution to
help service their one-day powered
access needs using truck and track
mounts. They could immediately see
the benefits of using truck and track
mounts giving them greater flexibility to
be on and off site quickly, especially for
time-sensitive projects.

MACHINES USED
CTE ZED 21JH

PALFINGER P300

JLG X14J

The CTE ZED 21J truck mount has a working
height of 20.8m and a horizontal outreach of
10m. Available as a self-drive* option or can be
supplied with an experienced operator.

With an operating height of 30m and an
outreach of 20.9m, the Palfinger P300 truck
mount makes working at height safe and easy.

The JLG X14J track
mount has a reach height
of 13.8m and a horizontal
outreach of 6.91m. It
has an excellent up
and over clearance
of 5.58m and
a 360° turret
rotation.
Other key
features include
automatic selfstabilisation and
automatic weight
selection.

*Available with a valid UK driving license and category 1b IPAF licence and appropriate vehicle insurance.

B

enefits of using truck and track mounts as a one-day
powered access solution:

• On and off site quickly - Reducing disruption and can work out of hours
or at weekends
• Timed deliveries - No waiting around for machines to be on site and
conveniently off site at the end of the shift
• No multi-drop delivery vehicles - For multiple locations
• Dedicated operator working directly for you - Offers flexibility
• No need for IPAF training with operated machine hires
• Wide range of platforms available - Up to 57m
• Extra capacity for Safe Working Load - Up to 600kg.
Aerial View
Page 6

“When we are in need of a practical costeffective solution for our multiple site per
day testing solutions, the versatile Powered
Access machines from Wilson Access Hire
are the obvious solution.They have supplied
us machines across the broad range of our
industry sectors and applications. They have
been easy to deal with and offer a flexible
approach with experienced operators readily
available to assist on projects.This was a
perfect fit for us.The solution has been
cost-effective and has met the needs of our
Powered Access projects time and time again.”
Nick Hayes, Managing Director
of PTSG Access Testing
www.wilsonaccess.co.uk
0844 288 9338

New and used
powered access
machines for sale

Choose from the largest fleet of machines available for sale in the UK

SKYJACK
SJ4626
Year: 2007
Fuel: Electric
Price from:
£4,181 ex VAT

SKYJACK
SJ8831
Year: 2007
Fuel: Diesel
Price from:
£6,623 ex VAT

JLG
600AJ
Year: 2007
Fuel: Diesel
Price from:
£23,904 ex VAT

SKYJACK
SJ6826RT
Year: 2007
Fuel: Diesel
Price from:
£9,106 ex VAT

JLG
J450AJS
Year: 2006
Fuel: Diesel
Price from:
£13,401 ex VAT

NIFTYLIFT
HR12N
Year: 2006
Fuel: Bi-Fuel
Price from:
£8,277 ex VAT

For more information, call us on 01924 224392 or visit our website at www.afi-resale.co.uk

New dynamic website for AFI Resale

A

FI Resale has launched a new website to make finding the
right access platforms even easier.

The new website has been built and designed to
provide customers with an easy user experience.
It contains a dynamic, updated machine search
tool - where visitors can search by condition,
manufacturer, max and min heights, max load to make finding the right access platform even
easier and highlights the latest special offers on
new and used access platforms.

Additionally, the website contains details on
their range of cherry pickers for sale, including
scissor lifts, truck & track mounted platforms,
push around verticals, booms and mast lifts.
To keep customers fully informed, the latest
AFI news will be regularly posted and users
can instantly contact the AFI Resale team via
a new live chat feature or take advantage of

the new filter options to easily display a list
of search results, price or year, to find the
machine they require.
Richard Saunders, Managing
Director, AFI Group Equipment
Sales said:
“We are confident that visitors to the new website
will have a positive experience whilst doing their
research for choosing new and used access
platforms.The site offers a very detailed machine
search filter feature, finance options are also
available, plus long-term hires, machine service and
maintenance options.This makes the whole selection
process relevant to the user and highly efficient.”
AFI Resale’s relationships with the key
manufacturers, mean that they can support
all the machines they sell and are always on
hand should technical advice be required.
Additional services available through the
website include: service and maintenance
agreements and support, paint refurbishment
and breakdown support (available at an
additional cost).

To view the new website and the
range of new and used powered
access equipment currently for sale,
visit www.afi-resale.co.uk
or call on 01924 224392
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